Development and problems of metal-on-metal hip arthroplasty.
For over 40 years, the metal-on-polyethylene bearing has dominated the field of total hip replacement. Problems of wear, osteolysis (dissolution of bone), and ultimately failure of prostheses have led to the development of alternative bearing surfaces. Metal-on-metal hip resurfacing has taken current orthopaedic surgery almost by storm. However, metal ion release following metal-on-metal hip resurfacing remains a major cause for concern. This article looks into the development and examines problems and issues surrounding metal-on-metal resurfacing arthroplasty.